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          Fall  2007
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                  RB 2047    

Office Hours:

Monday:  10:00-11:30 a.m.                   

This course examines Canadian political institutions with particular emphasis on parliament, federalism and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The interplay of parliamentary democracy and federalism will be discussed.  The impact of the adoption of the Charter in 1982 will be assessed. National unity and the role of Quebec in Canada  is a recurring theme. 

Concerns about the democratic character of Canadian political institutions, which have been referred to as the “democratic deficit” will be considered. This includes concerns about the limitations of the single member plurality electoral system and about the authoritarian aspects of parliamentary democracy. Proposals for reform will be examined.

Text:  

Jackson and Jackson, Politics in Canada, 6th edition. 

Requirements:



Essay (Due November 13)……………………………………..
 50%


Final  Exam …………………………………………………… …. 50%
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          Dr. G. Munro

COURSE OUTLINE






                 Fall 2007

OUTLINE
September 6

Introduction




Readings: Chapter 1

September 11
The Constitution




Readings:  Chapter 5



Written, unwritten constitutions
September  18 
Patriation of the constitution 1982

September 25
Constitutional reform

 

(Meech Lake, Charlottetown Accords)




Quebec separatism 

October 2 

federalism




Readings:   pages 188-199

October 9  

fiscal federalism




Readings:  pages 199-213

October 16

The Executive




Readings:  Chapter 8
October 23

The Legislature 




Readings:  Chapter 9
October 30 

The Charter of Rights and Freedoms 

November 6

Bureaucracy




Readings:  Chapter 10
November 13
Democratic control of bureaucracy

November 20
Electoral reform




Proportional representation, fixed election dates 




Readings:  Chapter 12


Nov 27

Parties



Readings:  Chapter 11

